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27th August 1901 
Column moved off at 6.45 to Riet Vlei. Lieutenant Coulter was killed. Took a lot of 
Zulus back that were driven away by the Boers. They were all carrying spears and 
looked a warlike lot.  
 
28th August 1901 
Moved off at 8.30. C Coy rear guard. About 50 of the enemy came in sight but was 
driven off with a few volleys at the gallop. Lieutenant Coulter was buried at General 
Louis Botha’s farm where we camped. Botha’s is a nice place with an avenue of gum 
and wattle one mile and a half long.  
 
29th August 1901 
On patrol. Captured some Boers and cattle. 
 
30th August 1901 
Surprised the Boers with maxims and pom pom; the result was 10 killed and a lot 
wounded. One of our lads was wounded. The Boers attacked the camp at 11 p.m. but 
were surprised by a strong picquet. 
 
31st August 1901 
Moved back to Vryheid. The Boers fought rear guard all the way back. 
 
1st September 1901. Sunday. 
Remained in Vryheid. 
 
2nd September 1901  
Moved off at 6.40. One of JMR shot dead.  
 
3rd September 1901 
Moved off at 7.40[?]. A large party of Boers attacked rear guard but were driven off 
with heavy loss; the left half had a sharp engagement; [Simons’s[?] Scouts lost an 
officer and 7 men. 
 
4th September 1901 
Column halted. All mounted men out fighting all day. 
 
5th September 1901 
Moved off to Nondweni mines in Zulualnd. 
 
6th September 1901 
Moved to Nqutu. All this country is garrisoned by VCR.  
 
7th September 1901 
Moved to Vants Drift in the Buffalo river. All the infantry crossed in a boat.  
 
8th September 1901 
Moved into Dundee. Entrained at Glencoe Junction for Volksrust, arriving at 9 p.m. 
Unloaded our horses and got into camp at midnight.  
 
Remained at Volksrust until 14th September then trekked to Wakkerstroom. 



 
15th September 1901. Sunday. 
Raining. Moved off at 3.30 p.m. Waggons bogged. No blankets. 
 
16th September 1901 
Still raining. Waggons bogged. No blankets. 
 
17th September 1901 
Thunderstorms in the evening. 
 
18th September 1901 
Trekked to Utrecht after a rough journey over the mountains. A flying party was sent 
out only carrying their  [waterproof] sheets. 
 
19th September 1901 
Moved out of town on account of one man having measles.  
 
20th September 1901 
Moved off at noon but only got a mile when waggons got stuck in a drift. 
 
21st September 1901 
Moved about 7 miles. 
 
11th October 1901 to 19th October 1901 
Went into Dundee Hospital from a hurt received at De Jagers Drift. Left Hospital on 
17th [October] and on 19th went to Newcastle by train.  
 
9th November 1901 
Left Newcastle and trekked to Vryheid where we arrived on the 14th after a miserable 
trip.  
 
15th November 1901 
Column left Vryheid and trekked north.  
 
16th November 1901 
Reveille at 3 a.m. Trekked to Paulpietersburg. Night march. Had a long ride till 
daylight. Got about 200 head of cattle about 10 a.m. Raining all the afternoon and 
night. 
 
18th November 1901 
Trekked a few miles. Raining all day. 
 
19th November 1901 
Waggons went into Wakkerstroom. Issued [with new] clothing. 
 
20th November 1901 
Column halted. Night march.  
 
21st November 1901 
Camped near blockhouses. 



22nd November 1901 
Escorted a gun to a blockhouse. Column trekked along blockhouses. Went out on a 
night march. Left camp at 7 p.m.  to surprise a laager. Travelled all night and climbed 
the side of a mountain before daylight [23rd November 1901] and as it was breaking 
daylight we were in sight of the enemy. When they seen us they started to drive away 
their cattle. B Company charged. C supported. We soon got all the cattle and as we 
were returning the Boers got reinforced and as we were retiring they gave us a lively 
time. Sergeant Carlisle and Private Rankin was wounded; Sergeant Cochrane, Private 
Short, Smith, and Chambers went to burn a waggon and the Company retired and we 
would have been out of it if it had not been for Lieutenant Maygar who came to our 
assistance and carried Private Short out from under a heavy fire. For this he was 
awarded the VC. Drove the cattle back and camped. [At the top of this page he had 
later written  “A day I shall never forget whilst life is in my body.”] 
 
24th November 1901 
Moved about 8 miles. The drifts were flooded and we could not get the waggons 
along.  
 
25th November 1901 
Carried our blankets up Hookers Neck [?] then trekked to Voss Kop where we joined 
General Plumer.  
 
26th November 1901 
Trekked to Amsterdam about 25 miles got about 4000 sheep and killed them. When 
we got there we were a day late as Botha had left the day before.  
 
27th November 1901 
Moved about 2 miles out on the flank and sick. Camped at Balmoral. Went to doctor. 
 
28th November 1901 
Trekked to Brereton. Joined the waggons that went in for rations. 
 
29th November 1901 
Halted at Brereton. 
 
30th November 1901. 
Column halted. 
 
1st December 1901. Sunday. 
Halted. Church service with Plumer’s column. Thunderstorm evening.  
 
2nd December 1901. 
Reveille at 3.30. Was to move at 5 but as the river was flooded we just shifted camp. 
Kit issue.  
 
3rd December 1901. 
Reveille at 3.30. Camped on same place as on 23rd November. Raining. 
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9th December 1901 
40 men from C Company went out from Mooipoort to guard a neck at Kleinfontein 
that crossed the Elandsberg mountains, and had great trouble in piqueting our horses 
as we had no rope and it rained all night. 
 
10th December 1901 
Column came through neck. General Plumer went to the right. We trekked to Amers 
Spruit [Amersfoort?] where we arrived at 5 p.m. Amers Spruit [Amersfoort?] was a 
nice little town before the war but now is a mass of ruins and is NW of 
Wakkerstroom.  
 
11th December 1901 
Some of the empty waggons went in to Volksrust for rations. Column moved north to 
Mooifontein. 
 
12th December 1901 
Moved off early: Plumer on our right… 
 
Page missing? No insertions 13th to 15th December 1901 
 
[15th December 1901]?  
…Kleinfontein. Camped at Mooipoort. 
 
16th December 1901 
Patrol went out [to] Johnsons Hoek and had a sharp engagement. Private Whelan of A 
Company shot dead.  
 
17th December 1901 
Moved out a few miles. 
 
18th December 1901 
Moved north again. 
 
19th December 1901 
Reveille at 1 a.m. Travelled one hour and a half. At 11 a.m struck a large party of 
Boers who attacked the advance guard. At night a terrible thunderstorm. We were to 
move off at 7 p.m. but the order was cancelled and we moved [at] 11 p.m. It rained all 
night with thunder and lightning. At daylight [20th December 1901] we struck the 
Boers at Rotterdam. We saw a large commando but they were too far off to follow.  
 
The guns were going at the Boers on the flank. General Spens had 150 of his men 
taken prisoners by a mistake. He opened the guns on his own men and then got into a 
kloof for cover and the Boers surrounded and captured them. 
 
20th December 1901 
Camped at Rotterdam. Cleared up in the evening 
 
21st December 1901 
Trekked north to Spitz Kop. We had a rough trip. Camped at the foot of the Kop. 
 



22nd December 1901 
Trekked back to Rotterdam. A few Boers surrendered.  
 
23rd December 1901 
Reveille at 12.30 Moved off at 1 a.m. and rode until daylight. Came in touch with 
General Hofferman [Opperman] with 400 men at Balmoral. C and B Companies was 
in the advance and got within 20 yards of the Boers when they started to give us hot 
lead for breakfast. C Company charged a party and captured 5. We had only one man, 
Private Daff of B Company, wounded but it was marvellous how we were not all 
mown down. Hofferman [Opperman] went to the right and was followed by the rest 
of the VMR, NZ and QIB but they escaped through the Neck at Kleinfontein. We 
captured a lot of cattle and sheep. Camped at Voss Kop.  
 
24th December 1901 
Reveille at 2.30. Trekked towards Wakkerstroom. C Company went out early to hold 
a hill to the east of Voss Kop. The Boers attacked the rear guard and nearly cut them 
off, only as luck happened C Company was coming in to join the column and drove 
the Boers off. Camped near Naauwpoort but as the camp was in a bad position C 
Company was sent out to hold a position but the Boers never troubled us. Raining all 
night. 
 
25th December 1901. Xmas Day. 
We were all fell in the lines and our Captain made a very suitable speech 
complimenting us on our good work in the field and discipline in the lines. He also 
complimented us on behalf of Major Daly for our success on the 23rd December. 
Sergeant [Alfred] Watt thanked the Captain and Lieutenant on behalf of the NCOs 
and men in the splendid way in which they had been led during the time we were 
under their command. We then gave three cheers for our officers and a Tiger [?] for 
Major Daly and then we shifted to Naauwpoort and there we received our Xmas 
luxuries as follows: from Ladies of Warrnambool one packet of cigarettes, 2 cigars 
and a lb of tobacco. From Lieutenant McFarlane two packets of cigarettes; from the 
War Office 1 lb tin of pudding, ¼ lb of plug tobacco, 1 pint of ale, 5 hard biscuits, ¼ 
tin of marmalade, 1 lb of trek oxen [meat]. This glorious repast was gladly accepted 
by the 5VMR on Xmas 1901 where they were at Naauwpoort, camped on the open 
veldt a few miles north of Wakkerstroom. Major Valentine was promoted to 
Lieutenant Colonel and put in Colonel Jarvis place in charge of the QIB. Major Daly 
resumed charge of the right wing of the VMR. 
 
26th December 1901 
On outpost. 
 
27th December 1901 
Raining. 
 
28th December 1901 
Reveille at 3.45. Moved NW to Amersfoort. Captain Hutton of B Company, acting 
Major. Major Daly been [made] Brigade Major. 
 
 
 



29th December 1901 
Reveille at midnight; had a long ride; reached where the Boers were camped but 
could not attack owing to a dense fog rising at daylight. The fog cleared at 8 a.m. and 
we travelled about half an hour when a large body of Boers were seen escaping from 
Spens’ column. C Company got the order to gallop and after a hard gallop of 7 miles 
succeeded in turning them back the way they came. Then we held a kopje about 3 
miles from Brooklin [?] Station. The Boers were over 100 strong and had a lot of 
horses and cattle which they left behind. We drove the Boers into Spens’ column and 
he captured 30. The rest escaped. Had a long ride back to camp where we arrived at 8 
p.m. Some of our men carried wood for 15 miles. Half the horses knocked up after the 
gallop as we were in the saddle from 1 a.m till 8 p.m. 
 
30th December 1901 
Reveille at 4 a.m Had a lovely day’s break. Back to Naauwpoort. On our way back 
our Captain informed us that the Colonel complimented us for the good work done on 
the previous day. General Spens said that if it had not been for the Vics he would not 
have captured a Boer, and the Captain was also complimented by the General for the 
work he done by his Company.  
 
31st December 1901 
Column halted at Naauwpoort.  
 
1st January 1902. 
Reveille at 11 p.m. Moved off at 12.30 a.m. and rode till daylight and reached Spitz 
Kop near Voss Kop. Could not advance till 8 a.m. owing to dense fog, then rode a 
long way over rough and dangerous country but did not come in touch with the 
enemy. The convoy did not arrive till after dark then we heard the sad news that Jack 
McNally was shot dead the night before while on outpost. He was in charge of an 
outpost and at 2.30 he sat up to see that all was well and was shot by the sentry 
Private [George] Sullivan [of D Company]. Death was instantaneous; his body was 
brought along in the ambulance and we buried him at 10 p.m. It was quite dark and 
we had to use a lantern. Captain O’Reilly and Lieutenant Redford read the burial 
service. Jack was a respectable fellow and C Company and all that knew him 
mourned his loss. He was buried at Balmoral near Spitz Kop.  
 
3rd January 1902 
Reveille at 3.30. Advanced to Rotterdam; had plenty shell firing. 30 of the NZ fell 
into a trap, had one killed and 3 wounded, the rest taken prisoners and stripped. Some 
of the IY were also captured.  
 
4th January 1902  
Reveille at 3.30. Advanced NW till noon and ran into Botha with 1000 men. He was 
on at High Kopje [?] and had a nice trap laid [at Onverwacht]. They captured some of 
the advance guard before they had time to turn. The Boers meant fighting. They 
charged the advance guard on horseback and attacked the supports trying to capture a 
pom pom but they were driven back. Four of our big guns opened a terrible fire on the 
Boers and some of our captured men had to carry the dead and wounded Boers out of 
the firing line where there was a terrible heavy shell fire. Our supports then rushed the 
ridge. When we were advancing again along the ridge the Boers opened a heavy rifle 
fire on us at short range and nearly captured a pom pom. After a good go in the Boers 



were driven off. The Boers retired at dark and we camped on the hill. Our casualties 
for the day were 25 killed and 30 wounded; the Boers casualties were heavy including 
Commandant Hofferman [Opperman]. They carried most of their dead and wounded 
away. They use a net fastened to two horses and in this way they carry their men 
away quickly. They were taking one man away strapped to the stirrup irons and the 
leather broke and they had not time to pick him up. 
 
5th January 1902. Sunday. 
Went back to Rotterdam where we joined the column. On our way back we passed 
Colonel Jennings’ column. One of the NZ died in the evening.  
 
6th January 1902 
Could not move till 7.30 on account of the fog. Trekked south past Voss Kop to 
Grootfontein.  
 
7th January 1902 
Reveille 3.30. Trekked to Naauwpoort. The left flank had a bit of fighting. Louis 
Botha sent word to Plumer that he would have his guns as he used them too freely on 
the 4th . 
 
8th January 1902 
Trekked to Hurricane Hill about 4 miles from Wakkerstroom. General Plumer left to 
see Kitchener.  
 
9th January 1902 
On observation. Terrible heavy thunderstorm with lightning and rain, hailstones about 
the size of hen’s eggs. The horses in the camp stampeded and [we] had to gallop to 
Naauwpoort after them. Had to shoot the leaders. 
 
10th January 1902 
Received parcels from the Burgesses of Newcastle and Durban consisting of 12 
packets of cigarettes, one pipe, ¼ lb chocolate, towel, pack of cards. 
 
11th January 1902 
Patrolling around Naauwpoort until 22nd. Received another lot of presents: 1 lb of 
tobacco and 1lb pudding. 
 
22nd January 1902.  
Reveille at 3.30. Trekked to Grootvlei. Raining heavy.  
 
23rd January 1902 
Moved off at midnight. Trekked to Voss Kop and surrounded a farm house with fixed 
bayonets but at daylight found Johnnies were gone. C Company was left on 
observation post on Voss Kop. Raining all the time. All wet to the skin. We then 
camped at Grootfontein.  
 
24th January 1902 
Halted for the day. 
 
 



25th /26th January 1902 
Moved off at midnight and trekked south. At daylight struck the enemy. We took a 
front of five miles and drove them into the blockhouse at Castles Nek and cut off their 
retreat on the flanks. In this way all of Vickers [?] commando was captured. C 
Company captured 7 prisoners. It was grand to see the way the companies worked. 
We did not reach camp until 8 p.m. quite knocked out, men and horses. I got two 
mauser rifles and 2 bandoliers but I had to hand over the rifles. 
 
27th January 1902 
Raining 
 
28th January 1902 
The waggons arrived from Wakkerstroom that was sent months [ago] – 25 for rations. 
 
31st January 1902 
Left Grootfontein at midnight and trekked to Rotterdam for 25 miles. Saw a 
commando leave Spitz Kop but they had too big a start. 
 
1st February 1902 
Ready to move off at 6 a.m but halted for the day (2nd February) Sunday moved off at 
8 p.m. and trekked about 30 miles, captured 7 Boers near Amersfoort. Chased a large 
body of Boers and camped out all night. The convoy left Rotterdam at 5 a.m. The 
flanks were attacked by Brits’ commando 200 strong and outnumbered the flankers 2 
to 1. The infantry had to come out to assist the mounted men. The convoy joined us at 
Rolfontein on the 5th and we were glad as we had no rations. 
 
[5th February 1902?]  
Reveille at 3.30 Out on patrol. Moved off at 12 noon and trekked to Roodepoort NW 
of Grasskop and remained there until 8th February then trekked back to Rolfontein. 
 
9th February 1902 
Supply waggons went back to Volksrust for more rations. General Colvile joined us.  
 
10th February 1902 
Moved out at 7.30. Rode all night about 30 miles. Captured 2 Boers on outpost. The 
rest of them 84 strong fell into the hands of General Spens. Rode back to camp 
arriving at 7 p.m. 
 
12th February 1902 In camp until 8 p.m.  Had a long night ride in to Rotterdam but the 
Boers were gone before we arrived there. Halted until the waggons arrived after dark. 
 
13th /14th February 1902 
Left in a flying column with two days rations on our saddles and one waterproof 
sheet. Travelled some rough country; terrible heavy. Company camped first night at 
Voss Kop. 
 
15th February 1902 
Trekked to Spitz Kop. 
 
 



16th February 1902 
Joined column at Rietspruit. Had a long gallop; captured 5 prisoners. Mounted troops 
left camp at 8 p.m. Captured 3 Boers in farm house at balmoral. 
 
17th February 1902. 
Little fighting. Trekked back to camp at night. Waggons went in for rations on the 
16th and returned on the 18th.  
 
19th February 1902. 
Boer cut telegraph wire . Mounted men went out at midnight on the 20th and captured 
12 prisoners. Went into Wakkerstroom for rations. Received word that lieutenant 
Maygar had got VC for gallantry on 23rd November. Sergeant Cockrane and Bell 
promoted to Lieutenants and Lieutenant Bell and O’Reilly Captains. 
 
21st February 1902 
Heavy thunder storm. Some of the Left wing under Lieutenant Cochrane captured two 
prisoners. 
 
22nd February 1902 
Very cold. Two more prisoners captured by Lieutenant Bell. 
 
23rd February 1902 
On patrol. Moved out at 7.45 p.m. Rode a long journey to Wilheimer’s Spruit [?]. 
 
24th February 1902 
No sight of the enemy. 
 
25th February 1902 
Trekked to Rolfontein and captured two prisoners. 
 
26th February 1902 
On patrol. 
 
27th February 1902 
Mounted men moved at 8 p.m. and rode all night to Platrand. Halted for a while and 
galloped nearly to Standerton, driving 40 Boers into the Blockhouses. We had a front 
of 8 miles. Camped at dark and as the convoy could not get to us we had no blankets. 
On outpost. Raining all night.   
 
29th February 1902 
Convoy joined us today. Camped near Standerton till 3rd March. 
 
3rd March 1902 
All mounted men with light transport moved off at 5 p.m. Crossed the line at 
Standerton and travelled SW; crossed Vaal river at Robinsons Drift and travelled 
south into the Free State for about 30 miles. At 11 a.m C and D Companies had a long 
gallop after a large party of Boers. Captain O’Reilly had a narrow escape of being 
killed. He had a bullet through the top of his hat and one through his pants just 
grazing the skin. The day I was riding your mare I got a saddle and I got a pair of field 
glasses. The Boers followed us back for about 7 miles and we had to fight a rear 



guard action. Two men of D Company were cut off but we heard the firing and went 
and drove Johnny Boer off. We got back to camp at Robinson’s Drift at 9 p.m. after a 
ride of 80 miles but we lost half our horses.  
 
4th March 1902 
Trekked to Hookers Neck. Camped. Carried blankets up on our horses. 
 
5th March 1902 
Waggons went in to Wakkerstroom. Night march. Shifted camp about 3 miles. 
 
6th March 1902 
Camped with Scottish Rifles 
 
7th March 1902 
Hauled on observation post 
8th March 1902 
Camped near Voss Kop. 
 
9th March 1902 
Joined column at Mooipoort. Beautiful place.  
 
10th March 1902 
Left Standerton. 
 
Arrived Cape Town. 
 
28th March 1902 
At Green Point. Embarked on the troopship Montrose. Arrived Durban. 
 
31st March 1902. 
Embarked Custodian [for Australia].  END OF DIARY. 
 
At the start of the Diary Lance Corporal Michael Chambers provides a list of men 
who are in C Company but may be his Section (for which he is responsible): 
 
L/C Chambers 
Ptes.  
Borcham 
Brooks 
Buckley 
Cleeland, G.F. [731] 
Cuthbert 
Dudley, E.J.  
Dudley, W.H. 
Fletcher, C.E. 
Rowe 
Scriven 
Shields, J. 
Smith, G.H. [960] 
Smith, W.S. [962]  


